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INFANT-BAPTISM, 


A 


Part and Pillar of Popery. 


B 


EING called upon, in 2 public manner, 
to give proof of what I have faid con- 
concerning infant-baptiſm, in a preface 
to my reply to Mr. Clarke's Defence, &c. or to 
expunge it. I readily agree to the former, and 
ſhall endeavour to explain myſelf, and defend 
what I have written; but it will be proper firſt 
to recite the whole paragraph, which ſtands. 
thus: The Pædobaptiſts are ever reſtleſs and 
uneaſy, endeavouring to maintain and ſupport, 
if poſſible, their unſcriptural practice of in- 
fant-bapliſin; though it is no other than a pil- 
lar of popery; that by which Antichriſt has 
ſpread his baneful influence over many nations; 
1s the baſis of national churches and worldly 
eſtabliſhments; that which unites the church 
and world, and keeps them together; nor can 
there be a full ſeparation of the one from the 
other, nor a thorough reformation in religion, 
until it is wholly removed: and though it has 
ſo long and largely obtained, and ſtill does ob- 
B 


tain 


[ 
/ 


ESI 


tain; TI believe with a firm and unſhaken faith, 
that the time is haſtening on, when infant-bap- 
tiſm will be no more practiſed in the world; 
when churches will be formed on the ſame plan 
they were in the times of the apoſtles; when 
golpel-doctrine and diſcipline will be reſtored to 
their primitive luſtre. and purity ; when the or- 
dinances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper will 
be adminiſtred as they were firſt delivered, clear 
of all preſent corruption and ſuperſtition ; ; all 
which will be accompliſhed, when © The Lord 
ſhall be king over all the earth, and there ſhall 
be one Lord and his name one.” Now the 
whole of this conſiſts of ſeveral articles or pro- 
poſitions, which I ſhall re-conſider in their or- 


der. 


I. That infant-baptiſm is a part and pillar of 
popery; that by which Antichriſt has ſpread his 
banetul influence over many nations: I ule the 
phraſe ifant-baptiſin here and throughout, be- 
cauſe of the common ule of it; otherwiſe the 
practice which now obtains, may with greater 
propriety be called nfant-ſprinclng. That, un- 
written traditions with the Papiſts are equally 
the rule of faith and practice, as the holy ſcrip- 
tures, will not be doubted of by any converſant 
with their writings. The council of Trent aſ- 
ſerts (a), that © Traditions reſpecting both faith 
and manners orally delivered and preterved ſuc- 
ceſſively in the catholic church, are to be re- 
ceived with equal affection of piety and reve- 
rence as the books of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment z” yea the Popiſb writers prefer traditions 

to 


(a) Seill 4. Decret. de canon, fcript, 
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to ſcripture. Bellarmine ſays (b), “ Scriptures with- 
out tradition, are neither ſimply neceſſary, nor 
ſufficient, but unwritten traditions are neceſſary. 
Tradition alone is ſufficient, but the ſcriptures 
are not ſufficient.” Another of their writers 
(c) afferts, that The authority of eccleſiaſtic 
traditions is more fit than the ſcriptures to aſ- 
certain any thing doubtful, even that which 
may be made out from ſcripture, ſince the 
common opinion of the church and eccleſiaſti- 
cal tradition are clearer, and more open and 
truly inflexible; when, on the contrary, the 
{criptures have trequently much obſcurity in 
them, and may be drawn here and there like a 
noſe of wax; and, as a leaden rule, may be ap- 
plied to every impious opinion.“ Bailey (d) the 
Jeſuit, thus expreſſes himſelf, “I will go fur- 
ther and ſay, we have as much need of tradi- 
tion as of ſcripture, yea more; becauſe the 
ſcripture miniſters to us only the dead and mute 
letter, but tradition, by means of the miniſtry 
of the church, gives us the true ſenſe, which 
is not had diſtinctly in the ſcripture; wherein, 
notwithſtanding, rather conſiſts the word of God 
than in the alone written letter; it is ſufficient 
for a good catholic, if he underſtands it is tradi- 
tion, nor need he to enquire after any thing 
elſe:“ and by tradition, they mean not tradition 
delivered in the ſcripture, but diſtinct from it 
and out of it; unwritten tradition, apoſtolical 
tradition, as they trequently call it, not deli- 
vered by the apoſtles in the facred ſcriptures, 
B 2 but 


(% De verbo Dei, c. 4. ſect. 1, 6. (c) Pighius apud 
Rivet. Cathol. Orthodox. Tract, 1, qu. 6. p. 99. (4) Apud 
ib. p. 142. 
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but by word of mouth to their ſucceſſors, or to 
the churches : that we may not miſtake them. 
Andradius tells us, „That of neceſſity thoſe 
traditions alſo muſt be believed, which can be 
roved by no teſtimony of ſcripture :? and Pe- 
trus à Soto ſtill more plainly and openly affirnis; 
„It is, fays he, a rule infallible and catholic, 
that whatſoever things the church of Rome be- 
lieveth, holdeth and keepeth, and are not deli- 
vered in the ſcriptures, the ſame came by tra- 
dition from the apoſtles; alſo all ſuch obſerva- 
tions and ceremonies, whoſe beginning, author, 
and original are not known, or cannot be 
found, out of all doubt they were delivered by 
the apoſtles. (e).“ This is what is meant by 

apoſtolic tradition. | 
Now the eſſentials of popery, or the peculi- 
arities of it, are all founded upon this, even 
upon apoſtolic and eccleſiaſtic tradition; this is 
the Pandora from whence they all ſpring ; this 
is the rule to which all are brought, and by 
which they are confirmed; and what is it, be it 
ever ſo fooliſh, impious and abſurd, but what 
may be proved hereby, if this is admitted of 
as a rule and teſt? It is upon this foot the Pa- 
piſts aſſert and maintain the obſervation of Ea 
ter, on the Lord's day following the 14th of 
March, the faſt of Quadrageſima or Lent, the 
adoration of images and relicks, the invocation 
of ſaints, the worſhip of the ſign of the croſs, 
the ſacrifice of the maſs, tranſubſtantiation, 
the abrogation of the uſe of the cup in the 
Lord's ſupper, holy water, extreme unction or 
the 


(e) See the Abſtract of the Hiſtory of Popery, part 2. 
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the chriſm, prayers for the dead, auricular con- 
feſſion, ſale of pardons, purgatory, pilgrimages, 
monaltic vows, &c. 

Among apoſtolical traditions infant-baptiſm 
is to be reckoned, and 1t 1s upon this account 
it is plcaded for. The firſt perion that aſſerted 
infant-baptiſm and approved it, repreſents it as 
a tradition from the apoſtles, whether he be O- 
rigen, or his tranſlator and interpolator, Ruſinus; 
his words are, © For this (1. e. for original ſin) 
the church has recerved a tradition from the a- 
poſtles, even to give baptiſm unto infants (f)”. 
Auſtin, who was a warm advocate for infant-bap- 
tiſm, puts it upon this footing, as a cuſtom of the 
church, not to be deſpiſed, and as an apoſtolic tra- 
dition generally received by the church (g); he 
lived in the fourth century, the fame Ruſſinus did; 
and probably it was from his Latin tranſlation 
of Origen, Auſtin took the hint of infant-bap- 
tim being an apoſtolic tradition, ſince no other 
eccleſiaſtical writer ſpeaks of it before as ſuch 
ſo that, as biſhop Taylor () oblerves,. © This 
apoſtolical tradition is but a teſtimony of one 
perſon, and he condemned of many errors; ſo 
that, as he ſays, to derive this from the apoſtles 
on no greater authority, 1s a great argument 
that he is credulous and weak, that ſhall be de- 
termined by ſo weak a probation, in a matter 
of ſo great concernment;“ and yet it is by this 
that many are determined in this affair: and 
not only Pepiſb writers, as Bellarmine and others 
make 1t to be an apoſtolical tradition unwrit- 

ten; 


(CF) Origen. Comment. in Epiſt. ad Roman. I. 5. fol, 
178. 1. (8) De Genel. I. 10. c. 21. et de baptiſmo 
contr. Donat. I. 4. c. 23, 24. Liberty of Pros 
Pheſying, p- 320. 
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ten; but ſome Proteſtant-pedobaptiſts ſhew a 
good will to place infant-baptiſm among the 
unwritten ſayings and traditions of Chriſt or his 
apoſtles, and ſatisfy themſelves therewith. Mr. 
Fuller (i) ſays, We do freely confeſs that there 
15 neither. expreſs precept nor precedent in the 
New Teſtament for the baptizing of infants; 
yet obſerves, that St. John faith, chap, xxi. 25. 
And there are alſo many other things, which Feſus 
did, which are not written; among which, for 
ought appears to the contrary, the baptizing of 
theſe infants (thoſe whom Chriſt took in his 
arms and bleſſed) might be one of them.” In 
like manner, Mr. Walker (&) argues, © It doth 
not follow our Saviour gave no precept for the 
baptizing of infants, becauſe no ſuch precept 
is particularly expreſſed in the ſcripture ; for 
our Saviour ſpoke many things to his diſciples 
concerning the kingdom of God, both before 
his paſſion, and allo after his reſurrection, which 
are not written in the ſcriptures; and who can 
ſay, but that among thoſe many unwritten ſay- 
ings of his, there might be an expreſs precept 
for infant-baptiſm ?” And Mr. Leigh, one of 
the diſputants in the Port ſinouth-diſputation (I), 
ſuggeſts, that though infant-baptiſm is not to 
be found in the writings of the apoſtle Paul ex- 
tant in the ſcriptures, yet it might be in ſome 
writings of his which are loſt, and not now ex- 
tant; all which is plainly giving up infant-bap- 
tiſm as contained in the ſacred writings, and 
placing it upon unwritten, apoſtolical tradition, 
and that too, conjectural and uncertain. | 


5 Now 
(7) Infants Advocate, p. 71. 150. (4) Modeſt Plea, 
p. 268. . (/) Narrative of the Portſmouth-Diſputation, 


p. 16, 17, 18. 
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Now infant-baptiſm, with all the ceremonies 
attending it, for which alſo apoſtolical tradition 
is pleaded, makes a very conſiderable figure in 
Popiſh pageantry; which according to pretended 
apoſtolical tradition, 1s performed in a very 
pompous manner, as by conſecration of the wa- 
ter, uling ſponſors, who anſwer to the interro- 
gatories, and make the renunciation 1n the name 
of the infant, exorciſms, exſufflations, croſſings, 
the uſe of ſalt, ſpittle, and oil. Before the 
party is baptized, the water is conſecrated in a 
very ſolemn manner; the prieſt makes an ex- 
orciſm firſt; three times, he exſufflates or breathes 
into the water, in the figure of a crols, ſay- 
ing, I adjure thee, O creature of water; and 
here he divides the water after the manner of a 
croſs, and makes three or four croſſings ; he 
takes a horn of oil, and pours it three times 
upon the water in the likeneſs of a croſs, and 
makes a prayer, that the font may be ſanctified, 
and the eternal trinity be preſent ; ſaying, de- 
ſcend from heaven and ſanctify this water, and 
give grace and virtue, that he who is baptized 
according to the command of thy Chriſt, may 
be crucified, and die, and be buried, and rite 
again with him. The ſponſors, or ſureties, in- 
. ſtead of the child, and in its name, recite the 
creed and the Lord's prayer, make the renun- 
ciation of the devil and all his works, and an- 
{wer to queſtions put in the name of the child: 
the form, according to the Roman order, is 
this; „ The name of the infant being called, 
the preſbyter mult ſay, Doſt thou renounce Sa- 
tan? A. I do renounce; and all his works? A. 
I-do renounce; and all his pomps? A. I do 
renounce : three times theſe queſtions are put, 
and 
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and three times the ſureties anſwer.” The in- 
terrogations are ſometimes ſaid to be made by 
a prieſt, ſometimes by a preſbyter, and ſome- 
times by an exorciſt, who was one or the other, 
and to which the following queſtion alſo was 
added: Doft thou believe in God the Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, &c ? 
A. I believe.” Children to be baptized are firſt 
exſufflated or breathed and blown upon and exor- 
ciſed, that the wicked ſpirit might be driven from 
them, that they might be delivered from the 
power of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the king- 
dom of Chriſt : the Ryman order is, Let him 
(the miniſter, prieſt, deacon, or exorciſt) blow 
into the face of the perſon to be baptized, three 
times, faying, Go out thou unclean ſpirit, and 
give place to the Holy Ghoſt, the comforter.” 
The form, according to St. Gregory, is, © I ex- 
orciſe thee, O unclean ſpirit, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that thou go out and depart from this 
ſervant of God.” Salt alſo is put into the mouth 
of the infant, after it is bleſſed and exorciſed, 
as a token of 1ts being ſeaſoned with the falt of 
wiſdom ; and that it might be preſerved from 
the corruption and ill ſavour of fin : the ꝓrieſt 
firſt bleſſes the ſalt after this manner: © I ex- 
orciſe thee, O creature of alt; and then being 
bleſſed, it is put into the mouth of the infant, 
ſaying, Receive the ſalt of wiſdom unto life 
everlaſting.” The noſe and ears of infants at 
their baptiſm are touched with ſpittle by the 
prieſt, that they may receive the ſavour of the 
knowledge of God, and their ears be opened to 
hear the commands of God; and formerly ſpittle 
was put upon the eyes and upon the tongue, 

though 


1 $i. 
though it ſeems now diſuſed as to thoſe parts; 
and yet no longer than the birth of king James 
tne h, it ſeems to have been in uſe; ſince 
at his baptiſm his mother ſent word to the arch- 
biſhop to forbear the uſe of the ſpittle, ſaying, 


© She would not have a muy prieſt to ſpit 
0 


in her child's mouth ();“ for it ſeems the queen 
knew that the archbiſhop, who was Hamilton, 
archbiſhop of St. Andreu, then had the vene- 


real diſeaſe (u). And fo in the times of the 


martyrs in queen Mary's days; for Robert 
Smith the martyr, being aſked by Bonner, in 
what point do we diflent from the word of 
God ? meaning as to baptiſm; he | 
*« Firſt, in hatlowing your water, in Cconjuring 
of the ſame, in baptizing childretwith/anoint- 
ing and ſpitting in their mouths, mingled with 
falt, and many other lewd ceremonies, of 
which not one point is able to be proved m 
God's word.” All which he calls a mingle 
mangle. Chryſm, or anointing both before 
and after baptilm, is another ceremony uſed 
at it; the parts anointed are the breaſt and 
ſhoulders; the breaſt, that no remains of the 


latent enemy may reſide in the party baptized ; 
and the ſhoulders, that he may be fortified and 


ſtrengthened to do good works to the glory of 


God: this anointing is made in the form of a 


crofs ; the oil is put on the breaſt and beneath 


the ſhoulders, making a croſs with the thumb; 
on making the crois on the ſhoulders, the 
LEE C prieſt 


(n) Abſtract of the Hiſtory of Popery, part 1. p. 114. 
(2) Vid. Rivet. Animadv. in Grot. Annotat. in Caſſander. 
Conſultat. p. 72. (e) Fox's Acts and Monuments, 


vol. 3. p. 400. 
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prieſt ſays, © Flee, thou unclean ſpirit, give 
honour to the living and true God ;” and when 
he makes it on the breaſt, he ſays, Go out, 
thou unclean ſpirit, give place to the Holy 
Ghoſt:” the form uſed in doing it is, “I a- 
noint thee with the oil of falyation, that thou 
mayeſt have life everlaſting.” The next cere- 
mony is that of ſigning the infant with the ſign 
of the croſs : this is made in ſeveral parts of 
the body, eſpecially on the forehead, to ſignify 
that the party baptized ſhould not be armed 
of the croſs of Chriſt, and not be afraid of 
the enemy Satan, but manfully fight againſt 
him. After baptiſm, in antient times, honey 
and milk, or wine and milk, were given to the 
baptized, though now diſuſed ; and infants 
were admitted to the Lord's ſupper, which con- 
tinued ſome hundreds of years in the Latin 
church, and ſtill does in the Greek church. Now 
tor the proof of the uſe of theſe various cere- 
monies, the reader may conſult Joſeph. Vicecomes, 
a learned Papiſt, as Dr. Wall calls him, in his 
treatiſe de antiquis baptiſmi ritibus ac ceremo- 
niis, where and by whom they are largely 
treated of, and the proofs of them given. All 
which are rehearſed and condemned by the an- 
tient Waldenſes in a treatiſe of theirs, written in 
the year 1120 (p). It may be aſked to what 
purpoſe 1s this account given of the ceremonies 
uſed by Papiſts in the adminiſtration of baptiſm 
to infants by them, ſince they are not 7 by 
Proteſtant Pædobaptiſts? 1 anſwer, it is to ſhew 
what I propoſed, namely, what a figure infant- 
baptiſm, with theſe attending ceremonies, makes 
in 


(+) SeeMorland's Hitory of the churches of Piedmont, 
P. 173+ 
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in popery, and may with propriety be called a 
part of it; beſides though all theſe ceremonies 
are not uſed, yet ſome of them are uled in 
ſome Proteſtant pædobaptiſt churches, as ſureties, 
the interrogations made to them, and their an- 
{wers in the name of infants ; the renuntiation af 
the devil and all his works, and ſigning with the 
ſign of the croſs : and ſince theſe and the others, 
all of them claim apoſtolic authority, and moſt, 
if not all of them, have as good and as early 
a claim to it as infant-baptiſm itſelf; thoſe who 
admit that upon this foot, ought to admit theſe 
ceremonies allo. See a treatiſe of mine, called 
The Argument from Apoſtolic tradition in favour 
of Infant-baptiſm conſidered. Moſt of the above 
ceremonies are mentioned by Bafz/ (), who 
lived in the 4th century, and as then in uſe, 
and which were had from apoſtolic tradition as 
ſaid, and not from the ſcriptures ; and ſays he, 
« Becauſe this is firſt and moſt common, I 
will mention it in the firſt place, as that we 
ſign with the fign of the croſs; Who 
has taught this in ſcripture? — We conſe- 
crate the water of baptiim and the oil of unc- 


tion as well as him who receives baptiſm 


from what ſcriptures? Is it not from private 
and ſecret tradition? Moreover the anointing 
with oil, what paſſage in ſcripture. teaches this? 


Now a man is thrice immerſed, from whence is 


it derived or delivered? Allo the reſt of what 
is done in baptiſm, as to renounce Satan and 
his angels, from what ſcripture have we it? Is 
not this from private and ſecret tradition ?” And 
ſo Auſtin (r) ſpeaks of exorciſms and exſuffla- 
2 rx 26-1 hn 
(4) De Spiritu Santo, c. 27. () De Peccat. Orig 
1. 2. c. 40. & de nupt. & concup. I. 1. c. 20. & J. 2. c. 18. 
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tions uſed in baptiſm, as of antient tradition, 
and of univerſal uſe in the church. Now 
whoever receives infant-baptiſm on the foot of 
apoſtolic tradition, ought to receive thoſe al- 
ſo, ſinc they ſtand upon as good a foundation 
as that does. 

The Papiſts attribute the riſe of ſeveral of the 
above ceremonies to their popes, as ſponſors, 
chryſms, exorciſms, &c. though perhaps they 
were not quite ſo early as they imagine, yet 
very early they were; and infant-baptitm itſelt, 
though two or three doctors of the church had 
aſſerted and eſpouſed it, yet it was not deter- 
mined in any council until the Milevitan council 
in 418, or thereabouts, a provincial of Africa, 
in which was a canon made for Pædobaptiſin, and 
never till then: So ſays biſhop Taylor (s), with 
whom Grotius (t) agrees, who calls it the coun- 
cil of Cartbage; and who ſays in the councils 
no earlier mention is made of infant-baptiſm 
than in that council; the canons of which were 
ſent to pope Innocent the firſt (u), and confirmed 
by him : And Auſtin, who mult write his book 
againſt the Donaliſts before this time, though 
he ſays (ro), the church always held it (infant- 
baptiſm) and that it is moſt rightly believed to 
be delivered by apoſtolic tradition; yet ob- 
ſerves, that it was not inſtituted, or determined 
and ſettled in or by councils; that is, as yet it 
was not, though it afterwards was in che above 
council confirmed by the ſaid pope; in which 
council Co pion himſelf PO and in which 
is 


(s) Liberty of Propheſying, p. 320, 321. (7) han: 
ment. on Matt. xix. 14. (/ Vid. Centuriat. Magde- 


burg. cent. 5.c 9. p. 468, 473. Epiſt. Auguſt. Ep. 92, 93. 
(+). De Baptiſmo contra Donatiſt. I. 4. c. 24. 


(23 1 
is this canon, © Alſo it is our pleaſure, that 
whoever denies that new-born infants are to be 
baptized,—let him be anathema,” and which is 
the firſt council that eſtabliſhed infant-baptiim, 
and anathematized thoſe that denied it; o that 
it may juſtly be called a part of popery : be- 
lides baptiſm by immerſion, which continued 
1300 years in the Latin church, excepting in 
the caſe of the Clinicks, and ſill does in the 
Greek church, was firſt changed into ſprinkling 
by the Papiſts which is not an indifferent thing, 
whether performed with much or a little water, 
as it is uſually conſidered; but is of the very eſ- 
* ſence of baptiſm, is that itſelf, and without 
which it is not baptiſm; it being as Sir Jobn 
Floyer ſays, (x) no circumſtance, but the v 
att of baptizing; who obſerves (y), that — 
ſion, or ſprinkling, was brought into the church 
by the popiſo ſchoolmen, and our diſſenters, 
adds he, had it from them; the ſchoolmen em- 
ployed their thoughts how to find out reaſons 
tor the alteration to ſprinkling, - brought it into 
ule in the 12th century :” and it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, to the honour of the church of England, 
that they have not eſtabliſhed /priniling in bap- 
tilm to this day; only have permitted Pouring 
in caſe it is certified the child is weakly and 
not able to bear dipping ; otherwiſe, by the Ru- 
bric, the prieſt is ordered to dip the child werily: 
iprinkling received only a Preſbyterian ſanction 
in the times of the civil war, by the aſſembly of 
divines ; where it was carried for ſprinkling a- 
gainſt dipping by one vote only, by 25 againſt 
24 


(x) Eſſay to reſtore Dipping, &c. p. 44. (3) Ibid. 
P- 59. | | 
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24, and then eſtabliſned by an nnn of 
parliament 1644 (z): and that this change has 
its riſe from the authority of the Pope, Dr. 
Wall (a) himſelf acknowledges, and that the 
ſprinkling of infants is from popery. . All the 
nations of Chriſtians, ſays he, that do now, or 
formerly did, ſubmit to the authority of the 
biſhop of Rome do ordinarily baptize their in- 
fants by pouring or ſprinkling; and though the 


Engliſb received not this cuſtom till after the de- 


cay of Popery, yet they have ſince received it 
from ſuch neighbour- nations as had began it in 
the times of the popes power; but all other 
Chriſtians in the world, who never owned the 
Pope's uſurped power, do, and ever did, dip 
their infants in their ordinary uſe ;” ſo that in- 
fant-baptiſm, both with reſpect to ſubjects and 
mode, may with great propriety be called a 
part and branch of popery. 

But it is not only a part of popery, and fo 
ſerves to ſtrengthen it, as a part does the whole; 
but it is a Pillar of it, what ſerves greatly to ſup- 
port it; and which furniſhes the Papiſts with 
one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt the Pro- 
teſtants in favour of their traditions, on which, 


as we have ſeen, the eſſentials of popery are 


founded, and of the authority of the church to 
alter the rites of divine worſhip: they ſadly 
embarraſs pædobaptiſt Proteſtants with the affair 
of infant-baptiſm, and urge them either to 
prove it by ſcripture, both with reſpect to mode 
and ſubjects, or allow of unſcriptural traditi- 


ons and. the authority of the church, or give 
it 


(z) Eſſav to reſtore alias &c. p. 12, 32. (a) Hiſ- 
tory of Intant-baptiſm, part 2. p. 477. EE Se 
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it up; and if they can allow of unwritten tra- 
ditions, and the cuſtom and practice of the 
church, as of authority in one point, why not 
in others? This way of arguing, as Mr. Sten- 
nett (b) obſerves, is uſed by cardinal Du Perron, 
in his reply to the anſwer of king James the 
hrit, and by Mr. John Ainſworth, againſt Mr. 
Henry Ainſworth, in the diſpute between them, 
and by Fiber the Jeſuit, againſt archbiſhop 
Laud; a late inſtance of this kind, he adds, we 
have in the controverſy between Monſieur Beſſ- 
et, biſhop of Meaux and a learned anonymous 
writer, ſaid to be Monfieur de la Roque, late 
paſtor of the reformed church at Rean in Nor- 
mandy. The biſhop, in order to defend the 
withholding the cup in the Lord's ſupper from 
the laity, according to the authority of the 
church, urged that infant-baptiſm, both as to 


mode and ſubject, was unſcriptural, and ſolely 


by the authority of tradition and cuſtom, with 
which the pretended Reformed complied, and 
therefore why not in the other caſe ; which pro- 
duced this ingenuous confeſſion from his anta- 
goniſt, that to baptize by ſprinkling was cer- 
tainly an abuſe derived from the Romiſb church, 
without due examination, as well as many o- 
ther things, which he and his brethren were re— 


ſolved to correct, and thanked the biſhop for 


undeceiving them; and freely confeſſed, that 
as to the baptiſm of infants, there is nothing 
formal or expreſs in the goſpel to juſtify the ne- 
ceſſity of it; and that the paſſages produced 
do at moſt only prove that it is permitted, or 


rather, that it is not forbidden to baptize them. 
In 


(5) Anſwer to Ruſſen, p. 173, &. 
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In the times of king Charles the ſecond, lived 
Mr. Feremiah Ives, a Baptiſt miniſter, famous 
for his talent at difputation, of whom the king 
having heard, ſent for him to diſpute with a 
Romiſh prieſt; the which he did before the king 
and many others, in the habit of a clergyman : 
Mr. Ives prefled the prieſt cloſely, ſhewing that 
whatever antiquity they pretended to, their 
doctrine and practices could by no means be 
proved apoſtolic ; ſince they are not to be 
tound in any writings which remain of the a- 
poſtolic age ; the prieſt, after much wrangling, 
in the end replied, that this argument of Mr. 
Foes was of as much force againſt infant-baptiſm, 
as againſt the doctrines and ceremonies of the 
church of Rome to which Mr. Ives anſwered, 
that he readily granted what he ſaid to be true 
the prieſt upon this broke up the diſpute, ſaying, 
he had been cheated, and that he would pro- 
ceed no further ; for he came to diſpute with a 
clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church, and it 
was now evident, that this was an Anabaptiſt 
preacher. This behaviour of the prieſt afford- 
ed his majeſty and all preſent not a little diver- 
ſion (c): and as Proteſtant Pædobaptiſts are urged 
by this argument to admit the unwritten tradi- 
tions of the Papiſts; ſo diſſenters of the Pædo- 
baptiſt perſuaſion are preſſed upon the ſame 
footing by thoſe of the church of England to 
comply with the ceremonies of that church, 
retained from the church of Rome, particularly 
by Dr. Whitby (d); who having pleaded for 
ſome condeſcenſion to be made to diſſenters, in 

order 


(c) Croſby's Hiſtory of the Baptiſts, vol. 4. p. 247, 248. 
(2) Prote..ant Reconciler, p. 289, 


„ 


1 
order to reconcile them to the church, adds; 
* and on the other hand, ſays he, if notwith- 
ſtanding the evidence produced, that baptiſm by 
immerſion, is ſuitable both to the inſtitution of 


our Lord and his apoſtles; and was by them 


ordained to repreſent our burial with Chriſt, and 
ſo our dying unto ſin, and our conformity to his 
reſurrection by newneſs of life; as the apoſtle 
doth clearly maintain the meaning of that rite : 
I fay, if notwithſtanding this, all our diſſenters 
(i. e. who are Pedeobaptiſts, he muſt mean) do 
agree to ſprinkle the baptized infant; why may 
they not as well ſubmit to the ſignificant cere- 
monies impoſed by our church? for, ſince it is 
as lawful to add unto Chriſt's inſtitutions a ſigni- 
ficant ceremony, as to diminiſh a ſignificant 
ceremony, which he or his apoſtles inſtituted ; 
and uſe another in its ſtead, which they never 
did inſtitute ; what reaſon can they have to do 
the latter, and yet refuſe ſubmiſſion to the former? 
and why ſhould not the peace and union of the 
church be as prevailing with them, to perform 
the one, as is their mercy to the infants body to 
neglect the other?” Thus infant-baptiſm is uſed 
as the grand plea for compliance with the cere- 
monies both of the church of Rome and of the 

church of England. | 
I have added in the preface referred to, where 
ſtands the above clauſe, that infant-baptiſm 1s 
that by which Antichriſt has ſpread his baneful 
influence over many nations ;”* which is abun- 
dantly evident, fince by the chriſtening of chil- 
dren through baptiſm, introduced by him, he 
has made whole countries and nations Chriſtians, 
and has chriſtened them by the name of CHriſten- 
dom; and thereby has enlarged his univerſal 
. church, 


| E101 
| church, over which he claims an abſolute power 
and authority, as being Chriſt's vicar on earth; 
and by the ſame means he retains his influence 
over naitons, and keeps them in awe and in 
| obedience to him; aſſerting that by their baptiſm 
they are brought into the pale of the church, in 
which there is ſalvation, and out of which there 
is none; if therefore they renounce their baptiſm, 
received in infancy, or apoſtatize from the church, 
their damnation is inevitable; and thus by his 
menaccs and anathemas, he holds the nations in 
ſubjection to him: and when they at any time 
have courage to oppoſe him, and act in diſobe- 
dience to his ſupreme authority, he immediately 
lays a whole nation under an interdict; by which 
are prohibited, the adminiſtration of the ſacra- 
ments, all public prayers, burials, chriſtenings, 
&c. church-doors are locked up, the elergy dare 
not or will not adminiſter any offices of their 
function to any, but ſuch as for large fums of 
money obtain ſpecial privileges from Rome for 
that purpole (e): now by means of theſe prohi- 
bitions, and particularly of chriſtening or bap- 
tizing children, nations are obliged to comply 
and yield obedience to the biſhop of Rome; for 
it appears molt dreadfu} to parents, that their 
children ſhould be derived of baptiſm, by which 
they are made Chriſtians, as they are taught to 
| believe, and without whi ich-there is no hope of 
; ſalvation ; and therefore are influenced to give 
[BY into any thing for the ſake of what is thought ſo 
| very important. Once more, the banetul influ- 
ence ſpread by Antichriſt over the nations by 
infant- 


(e) Abſtract of the Hiſtory of Popery, 5 1. p. 463. 
See Fox's Acts and Monuments, vol. 1. p. 326 
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infant · baptiſm, is that poiſonous notion infuſed | 
by him, that ſacraments, particulary baptiſm, 2 
confer grace ex opere operato, by the work [| 
done; that it takes away ſin, regenerates men, 
and faves their ſouls; this is charged upon him, 
and complained of by the antient Waldenſes in a 
tract (F) of theirs, written in the year 1120. 
Where ſpeaking of the works of Antichriſt, 
they ſay, © the third work of Antichriſt conſiſts | 
in this, that he attributes the regeneration of the | 
holy ſpirit unto the dead, outward work, baptizing 
children in that faith, and teaching that thereby 
baptiſm and regeneration muſt be had; and 
therein he confers and beſtows orders and other 
ſacraments, and groundeth therein all his Chrif- 
tianity, which is againſt the holy ſpirit :” and 
which popiſh notion is argued againſt and expoſed 
by Robert Smith the martyr (g); on Bouner's ſay- 
ing © if they (infants) die, before they are bap- 
tiſed, they be damned; he aſked this queſtion, 
I pray you, my Lord, ſhew me, are we ſaved by 
water or by Chriſt ? to which Bonner replied, by | 
both; then, ſaid S$1zith, the water died for our N 
ſins, and ſo mult ye ſay, that the water hath life, | 
and it being our ſervant, and created for us, is our it 
Saviour; this my Lord is a good doctrine, is it 
not?“ and this pernicious notion {till continues, [| 
this old leaven yet remains even in ſome Proteſtant 1 
churches, who have retained it from Rome; | 
hence a child when baptized is declared to be | 
regenerate, and thanks are returned to God that I! 
it is regenerate; and it is taught, when capable i 
of being catechiſed, to ſay, that in its baptiſm | i 

It 
| 


Cf). Apud Morland's Hiſtory of the churches of Piedmont, | 
P- 148. (g) Fox's Acts and Monuments, vol. 3. p. 400. 
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it was made a child of God, a member of Chrift, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven; 
which has a tendency to take off all concern, in 
perſons when grown up, about an inward work 
of grace, in regeneration and ſanctification, as a 
meetneſs for heaven, and to encourage a pre- 
ſumption in them, notwithſtanding their apparent 
want of grace, that they are members of Chriſt, 
and ſhall never periſh ; are children and heirs of 
God, and ſhall certainly inherit eternal life. 
Wherefore Dr. Owen rightly obſerves (H * That 
the father of lies himſelf could not eaſily have 


_ deviſed a doctrine more pernicious, or what pro- 


poſes a more preſent and effectual poiſon to the 
minds of ſinners to be drank in by them.” 


II. The ſecond article or propoſition in the 
preface is, as afſerted by me, that infant-bap- 
tiſm * is the baſis of national churches and 
worldly eſtabliſhments; that which unites the 
church and world, .and keeps them together ;” 
than which nothing is more evident: if a church 
is national, it conſiſts of all in the nation, men, 
women, and children; and children are origt- 
nally members of it, either ſo by birth, and as ſoon 
as born, being born in the church, in a Chriſtian 
land and nation, which is the church, or rather by 
baptiſm, as it is generally put; ſo according to the 
order of the church of England, at the bap- 
tiſm of a child, the miniſter ſays, + We re- 
ceive this child into the congregation of Chriſt's 
flock.” And by the aſſembly of divines, “ Bap- 
tiſm is called a ſacrament of the New Teſta- 
ment, whereby the parties baptized are ſolemn- 


ly 


(5) Theologoumena, 1. 6. c. z. p. 455, 


1 | Vx | 
ly admitted into the viſible church.” And 99 
which there is a ſtrange contradiction in the fol- 
lowing anſwer, where it is ſaid, that © baptiſm is 
not to be adminiſtred to any that are out of the 
viſible church ;” but if by baptiſm the parties 
baptized are ſolemnly admitted into the viſible 
church, then before baptiſm by which they are 
admitted, they muſt be out of it : one or other 
mult be wrong ; either perſons are not admitted 
into the viſible church by baptiſm, or if they 
are, then before baptiſm they are out of it, and 
have baptiſm adminiſtred to them in order to 
their being admitted into it; and Calvin ſays, 
according to whoſe plan of church-goyernment 
at Geneva, that of the Scotch church is planned, 
that - baptiſm is a ſolemn introduction to the 


church of God (i). And Mr. Baxter argues, 


that if there be neither precept nor example 


of admitting church-members in all the New 
Teſtament but by baptiſm; then all that are now 
admitted ought to come in by baptiſm; but there 
1s neither precept nor example in all the New 
Teftament of admitting church-members but by 
baptiſm; therefore they ought to come in the ſame 
way now.” So then infants becoming members 
of a national church by baptiſm, they are ori- 


ginally of 1t; are the materials of which 1t con- 


ſiſts ; and it is by the baptiſm of infants it is ſup- 


plied with members, and 1s ſupported and main- 
tained ; fo that it may be truly ſaid, that-infant- 
baptifm is the baſis and foundation of a nati- 
onal church, and is indeed the ſinews, ſtrength, 
and ſupport of it: and infants being admitted 


members by baptiſm continue ſuch when grown 


up 
(i) Epiſt. Calvin. Ep. ad. N. S. D. p. 441. 
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up, even though of the moſt diſſolute lives and 
converſations, as multitudes of them are; and 
many, inſtead of being treated as church-mem- 
bers, deſerve to be fent to the houſe of cor- 
rection, as ſome are, and others are guilty, of 
ſuch flagitious crimes that they die an infamous 
death ; yet even theſe die in the communion of 
the church; and thus the church and the world are 
united and kept together till death doththem part. 

The Independents would indeed feparate 
the church and the world according to their 
principles ; but cannot do it, being fettered and 
hampered with infant-church-memberſhip and 
baptiſm, about which they are at a loſs and diſ- 
agreed on what to place it; ſome place it on 
infants intereſt in the covenant of grace; and 
here they ſadly contradict themſelves or one an- 
other; at one time they ſay it is intereſt in the 
covenant of grace gives infants a right to bap- 
tiſm, and at another time, that it is by baptiſm 
they are brought and entered into the covenant; 
and ſometimes it is not in che inward part of 
the covenant they are intereſted, only in the ex- 
ternal part of it, where hypocrites and gracelefs 
perſons may be; but what that external part 
is no mortal can tell: others not being ſatisfied 
that their infant- ſeed as ſuch are all intereſted in 
the covenant of grace, ſay, it is not that, but 
the church-covenant that godly parents enter 
into, which gives their children with them a 
right to church-memberſhip and baptiſm: chil- 
dren in their minority, it is ſaid, (æx) covenant with 
| their 


(4) Diiputation concerning church-members and their 
children at Boſton, p. 12, 13. Hooker's Survey of Church- 
diſcipline, part 3. p. 24, 25. | \ 
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their parents, and ſo become church-mem 
and this Entitles them to baptiſm ; for accord- 
ing to the old Independents of New England, 
none but members of a viſible church were to 


be baptized (J); though Dr. Goodwin (m) is of 


a different mind: hence only ſuch as were chil- 
dren of members of churches, even of ſet mem- 
bers (1), as they call them, were admitted, 
though of godly and approved Chriſtians z and 
though they may have been members, yet if 
excommunicated, their children born in the 
time of their excommunication might not be 
baptized (; but thoſe children that are ad- 
mitted members and baptized, though not con- 
firmed members, as they ſtile them, till they 
profeſs faith and repentance (p); yet during 
their minority, which reaches till they are more 
than thirteen years of age, according to the ex- 
ample of Iſhmael, and till about ſixteen years of 
age, they are real members to ſuch intents and 
purpoſes, as, that f their parents are diſmiſſed 
to other churches, their children ought to be 
put into the letters of diſmiſſion with them (g) 
and whilſt their minority continues, are under 
church-watch, and ſubject to the reprehenſions, 
admonitions, and cenſures thereof for their heal- 
ing and amendment (7) as need ſhall require; 
though with reſpect to public rebuke, admoni- 

f tion, 

(1) Cotton's way of the churches in New 4 p- 


81. Boſton-Diſputation, p. 4 Defence of the Nine Pro- 
poſitions, p. 115. (mm) Government of the Churches of 


Chriſt, p. 377. (:) Defence of the Nine Propoſitions, - 


. 69. (% Cotton's Way, p. 85. Boſton-Diſp. p. 25. 
383 Survey, part 3. p. 18. ( Cotton's Holineſs 
of Church-members, p. 19 Boſton-Ditp. p. 3. (q) Ibid. 
p. 15. (r) Cambridge-Platform of Church-Govern- 
ment, p. 18. | | 
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tion, and excommunication, children in their 
minority are not ſubject to church-diſcipline, 
only to ſuch as is by way of ſpiritual watch and 


private rebuke (s). The original Independents, by 


the covenant-ſeed, who have a right to church- 
memberſhip and baptiſm, thoughr' only the ſeed 
of immediate parents in church-covenant are 
meant, and not of progenitors (). Mr. Cotton 
ſays (u), infants cannot claim right unto bap- 
tiſm but in the right of one of their parents or 
both ; where neither of the parents can claim 
right to the Lord's ſupper, there their infants 
cannot claim right to baptiſm ;” though he af- 
terwards ſays (w), it may be conſidered, whether 
the children may not be baptized, where ei- 
ther the grandfather or grandmother (x) have 
made profeſſion of their faith and repentance 
before the church, and are ſtill living to under- 
take for the Chriſtian education of the child ; 
or if theſe fail, whar hinders but that if the pa- 
rents will reſign their infant to be educated in 
the houſe of any godly member of the church, 
the child may be lawiully baptized in the right 
of its houſhold-governor. But Mr. Hooker, as 
he aſſerts (y), that children as children have 


no right to baptiſm, ſo it belongs not to any 


predeceſſors, either nearer or farther off re- 
moved from the next parents to give right of 
this privilege to their children; by which pre- 
deceſſors, he ſays, he includes and comprehends 
all beſides the next parent; grandfather, great 
on grandfather, 


(s) Boſton-Diſp. p. 14. () Boſton-Diſp. p. 19. 
(u) Cotton's Way of the Churches, p. 81. (zo) Ib. p. 115. 
(x) Of this ſee Epiſt. Calvin. Ep. Farello, p. 175. & Salden. 
Otia, Theolog. Exercitat. 7. ſect. 21. p. 544. (y) Survey 
of Church-diſcipline, part 3. p. 13. 
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grandfather, &c. So the miniſters and meſſen- 
gers of the congregational churches that met 
at the Sezvgy declare (2); “ that not only thoſe 
that do actually profeſs faith in, and obedience 
unto Chritt, but alſo the infants of one or both 
believing parents are to be baptized, and thoſe 
only :” and the commiſſioners for the review of 
the Common Prayer, in the beginning of the 
reign of king Charles the ſecond; thote of the 
Preſiyterien perſuaſion moved on the behalf of 
others, that * there being divers learned, pi- 
ous, and peaceable miniſters, who not only 
judge it unlawful to baptize children whoſe pa- 
rents both of them are Atheiſts, Infidels, Here- 
tics, or unbaptized; but allo ſuch whoſe parents 
are excommunicate perſons, fornicators, or o- 
therwiſe notorious and ſcandalous ſinners ; we 
deſire, ſay they, they may not be inforced to 
baptize the children of ſuch, until they have 
made open profeſſion of their repentance before 
baptiſm ():“ but now I do not underſtand, that 
the preſent generation of diſſenters of this de- 

nomination, adhere to the principles and prac- 
tices of their predeceſſors, at leaſt very few of 
them; but admit to baptiſm, not only the chil- 
dren of members of their churches, but of thoſe 
who are not members, only hearers, or that ap- 
ply to them for the baptiſm of their infants, 
whether gracious or graccleſs perſons: and were 
only the firſt ſort admitted, children of mem- 
bers, what are they? No better than others, 
born in fin, born of the fleſh, carnal and cor- 

| E 1 


(z) Declaration of the Faith and Order, &c. c. 29. p.48. 
{a) Proccedings of the Commiſitoners of both Perſualions, 


&c. Pp. 22. 
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rupt, are of the world, notwithſtanding their 
birth of religious perſons, until they are called 
out of it by the effectual grace of God; and as 
they grow up, appear to be of the world as 
others, and have their converſation n 
to the courſe of it; and many of them are diſ- 
ſolute in their lives, and ſcandalous in their con- 
verſations; and yet I do not underſtand, Hat any 
notice is taken of them in a church-way, as 
to be admoniſhed, cenſured, and excommuni— 
cated; but they retain cheir memberſhip, into 
which they were taken in their infancy, and con- 
tinue in it to the day of their death: and if this 
is not uniting and keeping the world and church 
together, I know not what is. 

Moreover all the arguments that are made 
uſe of to prove the church of Chriſt under the 
goſpel- diſpenſation to be congregational, and a- 
gainſt a national church, are all deſtroyed by 
che baptiſm and memberſhip of infants. It is 
ſaid in favour of the one, and againſt the other, 
that the members of a viſible church are ſaints 
by calling, ſuch, as in charitable diſcretion may 
be accounted ſo (2); but are infants who are 
admitted to memberſhip and baptized, ſuch ? 
The holineſs pleaded for as belonging to them, 
is only a federal holineſs, and that is. merely 
chimerical : are they called to be ſaints, or ſaints 


by ellectual calling? Can they in charitable 
diſcretion, or in rational charity be thought to 


be truly and really holy, or ſaints, as the 
churches of the New Teſtament are ſaid to be? 
and if they cannot in a judgment of charity, be 

accounted 


(3) Cotton's Way of the Churches, &c.. P- $6. Cam- 
* Platform, c. 3. p. 3. 


| „ 
ac counted real ſaints, and yet are admitted 
members of churches, why not others, of whom 


it cannot be charitably thought, that they are real 


ſaints? Beſides, it is ſaid by the Independents, 
that members of goſpel-churches are ſaints by 
calling, viſibly manifeſting and evidencing by 
their profeſſion and walk their obedience to that 
call; who are further known to each other by 
their confeſſion of faith wrought in them by the 
power of God; and do willingly conſent to 
walk together according to the appointment of 
Chriſt, giving up themſelves to the Lord and 
to one another by the will of God, in profeſſe led 
ſubjection to the ordinances of the goſpel (c) :” 
now are infants ſuch? Do they manifeſt and 
evidence by a profeſſion and walk their obe- 
dence to a divine call? And if they do not, 
and yet are admitted members, why not 
others, who give no more evidence than 
they do? Do they make a confeſſion of faith 
wrought in them? Does it appear that they 
have ſuch a faith? and in a confeſſion made, 
and fo made as to be known by fellow-mem- 
bers? and if not, and yet received and owned 
as members, why not others that make no more 
confeſſion of faith than they do? Do infants 
conſent to walk with the church of Chriſt, and 
give up themſelves to the Lord and one ano- 
cher, and profeſs to be ſubject to the ordinances 
of the goſpel? and if they do not, as moſt cer- 
tainly they do not, and yet are members, Why 
may not others be alſo members on the ſame 
footing? Is it objected to a national church, 
that perſons of the worſt of characters are 
2 members 


(c) Savoy- Declaration, &c. p. 57. 
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members of it; and by this means the church 
is filled with men very diſreputable and ſcanda- 
lous in their lives? and is not this true of in- 
fants admitted members in their infancy, who 
when grown up are very wicked and immoral, 
and yet their memberſhip continues? and why 
not then national churches be admitted of, not- 
withſtanding the above objection? So that up- 
on the whole, I think, I have good reaſon to ſay, 
that there cannot be a full ſeparation of the 
one from the other, that is, of the church from 
the world, nor a thorough reformation in reli- 


gion, until it (infant-baptiſm) is wholly rc- 
moved.“ 


III. In the ſaid preface, I expreſs my firm be- 
lief of the entire ceſſation of infant- baptiſm, in 
time to come: my words are, © though it (infant- 
baptiſm) has ſo long and largely obtained (as it 
has from the 4th century till now, and over the 
greater part who have ſince bore the Chriſtian 
name) andWtill does obtain; I believe with a firm 
and unſhaken faith, that the time is haſtening 


on, when infant-baptiſm will be no more prac- 


tiſed in the world,“ I mean in the ſpiritual reign 
of Chriſt; for in his perſonal reign there will 
be no Ordinances, nor the adminiſtration of 
them; and this is explained by what I farther 
lay, 5 when churches will be formed on the ſame 
plan they v re in the times of the apoſtles ; when 
goſpel- doctrine and diſcipline will be reſtored to 
their primitive purity and luſtre; when the ordi- 
nances of baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper will be 
ad miniſtred as they were firſt delivered; all which 
will be accompliſhed, when “ the Lord fhall 
be king over all the earth, and there ſhall be one 

Lord 


4 
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Jord and his name one;” that is, when there ſhall 
be one Lord, one faith, and one baptiſm, acknow- 
ledged by all Chriſtians ;. and they will be all of 
one mind with reſpect to the doctrines and ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, And as it becomes every 
man to give a reaſon of the faith and hope he 
has concerning divine things, with meekneſs and 
fear; the reaſons of my firm belief, that infant- 
baptiſm will be no more practiſed in the latter 
day and ſpiritual reign of Chriſt, are, ſome of 
them ſuggeſted in the above paragraph, and 
others may be added, as 

Firſt, Becauſe churches i in the time referred to, 
will be formed on the plan, churches were in the 
time of the apoſtles; that this will be the cafe, ſee 
the prophecies in If. i. 25, 26. Jer. xxx. 18, 20. 
Rev. xi. 19. Now the apoſtolic churches conſiſted 
only of baptized believers, or of ſuch who were 
baptized upon profeſſion of their faith; the mem- 
bers of the firſt Chriſtian church, which was at 
Feruſalem, were firſt baptized upon their conver- 
ſion, and then added to it; the next Chriſtian 
church at Samaria, conſiſted of men and women 
baptized on believing the goſpel, preached by 
Philip; and the church at Corinth, of ſuch who 
hearing, believed and were baptized; and on the 
{ame plan were formed the churches at Rome, 
Philippi, Coloſſe, and others; nor is there one 
ſingle inſtance of infant-baptiſm and of infant- 
church-memberſhip in them; whereforeifchurches 
in the latter day will be on the ſame plan, then 
infant-baptiſm will be no more practiſed. 

Secondly, Becauſe, then the ordinances of the 
goipel will be adminiſtred, as they were firſt de- 
livered, clear of all preſent corruption and ſuper- 
ſtition; this is what 1 is meant by the temple of God 


being 


being opened in heaven, on the ſounding of the 
ſeventh trumpet, Rev. xi. 19. and xv. 5. which 
reſpects the reſtoration of worſhip, diſcipline, 
doctrines and ordinances, to the free uſe of them, 
and to their original purity ; when, as the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's ſupper will be adminiſtred, 
clear of all corruptions and ceremonies introduced 
by papiſts and retained by proteſtants; ſo likewiſe 
the ordinance of baptiſm both with reſpect to 
ſubject and mode, which as it was firſt delivered 
was only adminiſtred to perſons profeſſing faith 
and repentance, and that by immerſion only ; 
and if this will be univerſally adminiſtred in the 
latter day, as in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
infant-ſprinkling will be practiſed no more. 

Thirdly, Becauſe Chriſt will then be king over 
all the earth in a ſpiritual ſenſe; one Lord, whoſe 
commands will be obeyed with great preciſion 
and exactneſs, according to his will revealed in 
his word; and as baptiſm is one of his commands 
he has preſcribed, as he 1s and will be acknow- 
ledged the one Lord and head of the church, and 
not the pope, who will no more be ſubmitted 
to; ſo there will be one baptiſm, which will be 
adminiſtred to one ſort of ſubjects only, as he 
has directed, and in one manner only, by immer- 
ſion, of which his baptiſm is an example; and 
therefore I believe that infant- ſprinkling will be 
no more in uſe. 

Fourtbly, At this fame time the name of Chriſt 


will be one, that is, his religion; which will be 


the ſame, it was at firſt inſtituted by him. Now 
it is various, as it is profeſſed and practiſed by 
different perſons that bear his name; but in the 
latter day, it will be one and the fame, in all its 


branches, as embraced, profeſſed, and n. 
Y 


1 | 
by all that are called Chriſtians ; and as baptiſm 
is one part of it, this will be practiſed in an 
uniform manner, or by all alike, that ſhall name 
the name of Chriſt; for ſince Chriſts name or 
the Chriſtian religion i in all its parts, will be the 
lame in all the profeſſors of it; I therefore firmly 
believe, that baptiſm will be practiſed alike by 
all, according to the primitive inſtitution, and 
conſequentiy, that intant-baptiſm will be no more: 
for 

Fifthly, As at this time, the watchmen will ſee 
eye to eye, If. Iii. 8. the miniſters of the goſpel 
will be of one mind, both with reſpect to the 
doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity ; will alike 
preach the one,and practiſe the other,tothe people 
under their miniſtrations; will be all agreed, and 
receive the truths of the goſpel in the love of 
them, and ſubmit to the precepts and inſtitutions 
of it, without any difference among themſelves, 
and without any variation from the word of God; 
and among the reſt, the ordinance of baptiſm, 
about which there will be no longer ſtrife ; but 
all will agree, that the proper ſubjects of it are 
believers, and the right mode of it immerſion ; 
and fo infant-{prinkling will be no more contend- 
ed for; faints in this as in other things will ſerve 
the Lord with one conſent, Zeph. iii. 

Sixthly, Another reaſon why I firmly believe, 
infant-baptiſm will hereafter be no more practiſed, 
is, becauſe Antichriſt will be entirely conſumed 
with the ſpirit or breath of Chriſt's mouth, and 
with the brightneſs of his coming, 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. 
that is, with the pure and powerful preaching of 
his word, at his coming to take to himſel his 
power, and reign ſpiritually in the churches, in 
a more glorious manner; when all Antichriſtian 
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doctrines and practices will be entirely aboliſhed 
and ceaſe, even the whole body of Antichriſtian 
worſhip; not a limb of Antichriſt ſhall remain, 
but all ſhall be conſumed. Now as I believe, 


and it has been ſhewn, that infant-baptiſm is a 


part and pillar of popery, a limb of Antichriſt, 
a branch of ſuperitition and will-worſhip, intro- 
duced by the man of ſin, when he ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed, this ſhall be deſtroyed with him and be 
no more. 

Seventhly, Though the notion of infant-baptiſm 
has been embraced and practiſed, by many good 
and godly men in ſeveral ages; yet it is part of 
the wood, hay, and ſtubble, laid by them upon 


the foundation; 15 one of thoſe works of theirs, 


the bright day of the goſpel ſhall declare to be a 


falſhood ; and which the fire of the word will 
try, burn up, and conſume, though they them- 
ſelves ſhall be ſaved; and therefore being utterly 
confumed, ſhall no more appear in the world: for 

Eighthly, When the angel ſhall deſcend from 
heaven with great power, and the earth be lightened 
with his glory, which will be at the fall of Babylon 
and ruin of Antichriſt, Rev. xviii. 1, 2. ſuch will 
be the blaze of light then given, that all Anti- 
chriſtian darkneſs ſhall be removed, and all works 
of darkneſs will be made manifeſt and caſt off, 
among which infant-baptiſm is one; and then he 


earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 


the waters cover the ſea Iſ. xi. . even of the know- 
ledge of the word, ways, worſhip, truths, and or- 
dinances of God, and all ignorance of them 
vaniſh and diſappear; and then the ordinance of 
baptiſm will appear in its former luſtre and purity, 
and be embraced and ſubmitted to in it; and 

| every 
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every corruption of it be rejected, of which 
infant- baptiſm is one. 

Ninthly, Whereas the ordinances of the goſpel, 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, are to continue 
until the ſecond coming of Chriſt, or the end of 
the world, Matt. xxv1il. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
and whereas there have been corruptions intro- 
duced into them, as they are generally admini{- 
tred, unleſs among {ome few; it is not reaſonable 
to think, that thoſe corruptions will be continued 
to the ſecond coming of Chriſt, but that they 
will be removed before, even at his ſpiritual 
coming, or in his ſpiritual reign: and as with 
reſpect to baptiſm particularly, there muſt be a 
miſtake on one fide or the other, both with re- 
ſpect to ſubject and mode; and as this miſtake I 
firmly believe is on the fide of the Pædobaptiſts; 
ſo, I as firmly believe for the reaſon given, that 
it will be removed, and infant-iprinkling for the 
future no more uſed. 

Terthly, The Philadelphian church-ſtate, which 
anſwers to and includes the ſpiritual reign of 
Chriſt in his churches, 1s what I refer unto in 
the preface, as the time when the practice of 
infant-baptiſm will ceaſe; in which I am confirm- 
ed, by the characters given of that church and 
the members of it; as, that it kept the word of 
Chriſt; that is, not only the doctrines of the 
goſpel, which will be then purely preached and 
openly profeſſed, but the ordinances of it, baptiim 
and the Lord's ſupper ; which have been (parti- 
cularly baptiſm) ſadly corrupted in almoſt all the 
periods of the churches hitherto, excepting 
the apoſtolic one; but will in this period be ret- 
tored to their priſtine purity and glory; hence 
it is promiſed to this church, and that it repre- 
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ſents, that becauſe it kept the word of Chriſt's 
patience, truly and faithfully, it ſhould be kept 
from the hour of temptation that ſhould come 
on all the earth; and is exhorted to hold faſt what 
ſhe had, both the doctrines and ordinances, as they 
were delivered by Chriſt and his apoſtles, and as 
ſhe now held them in the truth and purity of 
them. Theſe are the reaſons why I believe with 
a firm and unſhaken faith, that the time is com- 
ing, and I hope will not be long, when infant- 
baptiſm will be no more practiſed in the world. 

Since, now at this time, we are greatly and 
juſtly alarmed with the increaſe of popery ; in 
order to put a ſtop to it, let us begin at home, 
and endeavour to remove all remains of it amon 
ourſelves ; ſo ſhall we with the better grace, ind 
it may be hoped, with greater ſucceſs oppoſe and 
hinder the ſpread of it. 


1 


POSTSCRIPT. 


TI E writer who lately appeared in a News- 

paper, under the name of Candidus, havin 
been obliged to quit his mountebank-ſtage, on 
which he held forth to the public for a few days; 
has, in his great humility, condeſcended to deal 
out his packets, in a leſs popular way; under the 
title of, © The true Scripture-Dottrine of the Mode 
and SubjetTs of Chriſtian Baptiſm, &c. in ix letters. 
It 1s quite unreaſonable that we ſhould be put, 
by every impertinent ſcribbler, to the drudgery 
of anſwering, what has been anſwered over and 
over again in this'controverſy. However I ſhall 
make ſhort work with this writer, and therefore 
I have only put him to, and ſhall only give him 
a little gentle correction at, The Cart's Tail; to 
uſe the phraſe of a late learned Prefeſjer, in one 
of our univerſities, with reſpect to the diſcipline 
of a certain Biſhop. 

The firſt and ſecond letters of Candidus, in the 
News-paper, are anſwered in marginal notes on 
my ſermon upon baptiſm, and publiſhed alon 
with it. His 2 letter is a mean piece of but- 
foonery and ſcurrility; it begins with a trite, vulgar 
proverb, in low language, fit only for the 
mouth of an hoſt/er or a carman; and his friends 
ſeem to have ſpoiled one or other of the - i 8 
making him a perſon. He goes on throughout 
the whole of the letter, as one that is in great 
haſte, running after his wits, to feek for them, 
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1 having loſt them, if ever he had any; and it 
| concludes with a poor, pitiful, fooliſh burleſque, 
| mixed with ſlander and falſhood, on an innocent 
| gentleman z quite a ſtranger to him, and could 
| never have offended him, but by a conſcientious 
. regard to what he believed was his duty. How- 
1 ever, by this baſe and inhumane treatment, it ap- 
pears that his moral character is unimpeachable, 
or otherwiſe it would have been nibbled at. His 
| fourth letter begins with repreſenting the ſermon 
publiſhed, as ſo mangled, changed, altered, and 
added to, that it has ſcarce any remains of its 
original; in which he muſt be condemned by all 
that heard it: and he has moſt unluckily charged 
one clauſe as an addition, which, there cannot 
be one in ten but will remember it; it is this, 
if any man can find any others in his (the 
+1 Jailors) houſe, beſides all that were in it, he muſt 
| be reckoned a very ſagacicus perſon;” and he 
himſelf, in his fr letter publiſhed before the 
ſermon was, has an oblique glance at it; callin 
me, in a ſneering way, © the /zgacious doctor.“ 
What he ſays in the following part of the letter, 
concerning the- ſubjects of baptiſm, and what he 
intended to ſay concerning the mode in another 
letter, which was prevented, I ſuppoſe are con- 
tained in a ſet of letters now publiſhed; and which 
are addreſſed, not to Mr. Printer, who caſt him 
off, but to a candid Antipedobaptiſt, and indeed 
the epithet of candid better agrees with that ſort 
of people than with himſelf, of which he ſeems 
conſcious, if he has any conſcience at all; for it 
looks as if he had not, or he could never have 
tet out with. ſuch a molt notorious untruth, and 
impudent falſhood; affirming that I ſaid in my 
_fermon, that the ten commandments, ſtiled the 
8 | ö moral 
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moral law, were not binding on Chriſt's diſciples ;” 
a greater untruth could not well have been told: 
my writings in general teſtify the contrary, and 
particularly two ſermons I have publiſhed, one 
_ calied © 7 he Law eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel,” and 
the other © The Law in the Hand , Chriſt ,” 
which are ſufficient to juſtify me from ſuch a 
wicked calumny; and the paragraph with which 
my ſermon begins, attacked by him, and which 
declare, are the words I delivered in the pulpit, 
that *© the ten commandments, are the commands 
of God, and to be obſerved by Chriſtians under 
the preſent diſpenſation;“ for which I quoted 
1 Cor. ix. 21. this I ſay, muſt ſtare him in the 
face, and awaken his guilty conſcience, it not 
{cared as with a red hot iron; which I fear is 
his caſe. As for his flings at eternal juſtificati- 
on, which he has lugged into this controverſy, 
and his grand concluding and common argument 
againſt it, that it is eternal nonſenſe, I deſpiſe; 
he has not a head for that controverſy: and I] 
would only put him in mind of what Dr. Owen 
taid to Baxter, who charged him with holding it, 
what would the man have me ſay? I have told 
him, I am not of that opinion; would he have 
me ſware to it, that I am not? but though I am 
not, I know better and wiſer men than myſelf 
that do hold it. 

Some body in the News- paper obſerving chat 
this man was froward and perverſe, and fearing 
he ſhould do hurt to religion in general, in order 
to divert him from it, and guide him another 
way; complimented him with being a man of wit, 
and of abilities; and the vain young man fancies 
he really is one: and being a witty youth, and of 
abilities, he has been able to produce an "ow 
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of infant-baptiſm, about 1500 years before 
Chriſtian baptiſm was inſtituted; though he muſt 
not have the ſole credit of it, becauſe it has 
been obſerved before him: the inſtance is of 
the paſſage of the Jraelites through the ſea, at 
which time, he ſays, their children were bap- 
tized, as well as they: come then, ſays he, in 
very polite language, this is one ſcripture- inſtance; 
but if he had had his wits about him, he might 
have improved this inſtance, and ſtrengthened 
his argument a little more; by obſerving that 
there was a mixed multitude, that came with the 
Ifraelites out of Egypt, and with them paſſed 
through the ſea, with their children allo. And 
ſince he makes mention of Nebuchadnezzer”'s 
baptiſm, it is much he did-not try to make it 
out, that his children were baptized alſo, then or 
at ſome other time, This is the true ſcripture- 
doctrine, of the ſubjects of Chriſtian baptiſm, 
according to his title. 

That the Jews received their proſelytes by 
baptiſm, before the times of Chriſt, he ſays, I 
know; but if I do, he does not. I obſerve, he 
is very ready to aſcribe great knowledge of things 
to me, which he himſelf is ignorant of; I am 
much obliged to him: the great names he op- 
poſes to me, don't frighten me; I have read their 
writings and teſtimonies, and know what they 
were capable of producing, and to what httle 
purpoſe ; though I muſt confeſs, it is amazing 


to me, that any men of learning ſhould give 


into ſuch a notion, that Chriſtian baptiim 1s 
founded upon a tradition of the baptilm or dipp- 
ing of proſclytes with the Jews; of which tradi- 


tion there is not the leaſt hint, neither in the old 


nor in the new Teſtament; nor in the Apocryphal 
Writings 
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writings between both; nor in Joſephus, nor in 
Philo the Few; nor in the Jewiſh Miſuab, or book 
of traditions; compiled in the ſecond century, 
or at the beginning of the third, whether of the 
Feruſalem or Babylonian editions. I am content 
ro riſque that little reputation I have, for Jewiſh 
learning, on this ſingle point; if any paſſage can 
be produced in the Miſnahb, mentioning ſuch a 
tradition of the Jews, admitting proſelytes by 
baptiſm or dipping, whether adult or children. 
I own it is mentioned in the Gemera, both Feru- 
falem and Babylonian, a work of later times, but 
not in the Mzſnah; though Dr. Gale has allowed 
it without examination. The only paſſage in 1t 
which Dr. Wall refers to from Selden, though not 
fully expreſſed, is this (a), © a female ſtranger, 
a captive, a maiden, which are redeemed and 
become proſelytes, and are made free; being 
under (the next paragraph is above) three years 
and one day old, are allowed the matrimonial 
dowry z” i. e. at marriage: but not a tittle, is here 
or any where elſe in the Miſnab, of receiving 
either minors or adult as protelytes by bap- 
tiſm or dipping: and ſuppoſing ſuch a Jewiſh 
tradition, five-hundred, or three-hundred, or 
two hundred years after Chriſt; or even ſo many 
years before Chriſt, of what avail would it be? 
He mult be ſtrangely bigotted to an hypotheſis, 
to believe that our Lord, who ſo ſeverely in- 
veighed againſt the traditions of the Jews, and 
| particularly thoſe concerning their baptiſms or 
dippings; ſhould found his new Teſtament-ordi- 
nance of baptiſm, on a tradition of theirs, with- 
out excepting it from the other traditions, and 


(2) Miſnah, Cetubat, c. 1. f. 2—4. 


without 
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without declaring his will it ſnould be continued, 
which he has not done; and yet this, as Dr. 
Hammond ſuggeſts, is the baſis of infant-baptiſin: 
to what wretched ſhifts muſt the pædobaptiſts be 
driven, for a foundation to place infant- baptiſm 
on, as to place it on ſuch a rotten one; a tradi- 
tion of men, who at other times, are reckoned 
by them, themſelves, the moſt ſtupid, ſottiſh, 
and deſpicable of all men, upon the face of the 
earth? For the farther confutation of this notion, 
ſee Sir Norton Knatchbull on 1 Pet. ili. 20, 21. 
Stenneti againſt Ruſſen, p. 61. Gale's Reflections 
on Wallis Hiſtory of Baptiſm, letters 9 and 10. 
Rees on Infant-baptiſm, p. 17-29. 

1 ſhall not purſue this writer any farther, by 
giving particular anſwers to his arguments, ob- 
jections, and queries, ſuch as they are; but ſhall 
only refer the reader to the anſwers, that have 
been already given to them: as to the thread- bare 
argumeng, from Abraham's covenant, and from 
circumciſion ; for old Teſtament times and caſes, 
are chiefly dealt in, to ſettle a new Teſtament- 
ordinance, ſee Ewer's Anſwer to Hitchin, Rees 
againſt Yalker, and my Anſwers to Dickinſon, 
Clarke, and Boſtwick. Of the unreaſonableneſs 
of requiring inſtances of the adult baptiſm of 
children of Chriſtian parents, in the ſcriptures, 
ſee my Strictures on Boſtwick's Fair and Rational 
Vindication, &c. p. 106. Of the teſtimonies of 
the antient Chriſtian writers, in favour of infant- 
baptiſm, ſee Gale's Reflections, &c. letters 11, 
12, 13. Rees on Infant-baptiſm, p. 150, &c. 
Some treatiſes of mine, The Divine Right of 
Infant-baptiſm Examined, &c. p. 20-25. The 
Argument from Apoſtolic Tradition, &c. An- 
tipædobaptiſm. Reply to Clarke, p. 18—23. © 
Striftures on Boſtwick, p. 100-103. 

I called 
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I called upon this writer, in the notes on my 
ſermon, to name any lexicographer of note, that 
ever rendered the word Czz]:&, by pertundo or 
aſpergo, pour or ſprinkle; and behold! Leigh's 
Critica Sacra, is the only book quoted! and he the 
only lexicographer mentioned, if he may be ſo 
called! a book which every one of our illiterate 
lay-preachers, as they are called, are capable of 
quoting, and of confronting this writer with it; 
by obſerving that Leigh ſays, that © the native 
and proper ſignification of the word, is 70 dip 
into water, or to plunge under water, John in. 
22, 23. Matt. iii. 16. Acts viii. 38.” In proof of 
baptiſm by immerſion, and of the true ſignifica- 
tion of the word, ſee Gale's Reflections, &c. 
letters 3 and 4. Rees on Infant-baptiſm, p. 121, 
&c. my Treatiſes of the Antient Mode of Baptizing 
and the Defence of it, with the Divine Right 
of Infant-baptiſm Examined, &c. p. go, &c. 

I bid this writer adieu: God give him xepen- 
tance for his ſins, and the pardon of them and 
this I am ſure he cannot charge, neither with 
uncharitableneſs, nor with Autinomianiſin. 

When the Pedobaptifts write again, 1t may be 
expected they will employ a better hand; or 
ſhould they chuſe to fix upon one of their younger 
ſort again; let them take care, firſt to wring the 


milk well out of his noſe, before they put a pen 
in his hand. | 


1 
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P. 3. I. 1. r. the ſcriptures. 'P. 31. 1. 15. put a ſemi- 


colon after the word ether, and r. / 11 of to, thus, /o the 
people, &C. and blot out the ſemicolon 1 iu the next line. 
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